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Japan'’s,Only Surviving Classical Buddhist Drama Kiraigo

. A Desighated important Intangible Cultural Property
On August 16ithe annual pefformance of KiraigesWill,be put on on a stage built at the right-
hand'Side ‘of the main hall of Kosaiji Templer A large audience is always in attendance. Kiraigo is
the only surviving classical Buddhist'draina in"Japan, and it is believed'to date back to the early
Kamakura period. In"1976, it was des'lghit(ﬁ an Important Intangible Cultural Property of Japan.
Similar performances of the defioh’ s dance were performed.in the Vicinity'in the past, but it is
or:-ly this'one at Kosaijii-Temple that has surxived through to'the'present day A
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