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This picture is taken from the sky above
Yokoshibahikari. Below are the Kuriyama
River and the Central Town Area, the
coastal beauty of Kuju-Kuri, the lush forested
greenery, and an expansive pastoral scene.
The view of our town from the sky above is
full of glittering lights.
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An American photographer who settled
in Yokoshibahikari, Mr. Anthony Wood,
takes pictures of the landscape, culture,
festivities, and people of various places
in Japan, while continuing to depict our
town’s four seasons and nature. From
here through to Page 9, we display
photographs of our hometown taken
by Mr. Wood (plus some taken by the
editors). Shown first is the Kuriyama River
which has run through our town from
time immemorial. This river, which waters
the fields and contains salmon making
their way upstream, has become a place
of recreation and relaxation and is an
irreplaceable asset of Yokoshibahikari.
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Some moments can be breathtaking.
The glinting rays of the sun, water and
pastoral lands, clouds and the sky. The
Satoyamas (natural preserves of forested
hills and arable land) are the very image
of the traditional Japanese landscape,
which we are committed to conserve for
future generations.The varying seasons
bring to us beautiful colors. Yellow, red,
fresh green, and a multitude of colors
in between. Traditional colors of Japan,
its tradition, and nature.Satoyama has a
tender warmth about it.
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This is the central part of Kuju-Kuri
Beach.Yakata Beach and Kidohama
Beach look across to each other,
with the estuary of the Kuriyama
River in between. Besides being a
popular place for bathing in summer,
enthusiasts of the area visit throughout
the year for surfing and sports camps.
Portable shrines venture into the sea in
the summer festival, and people come
here to see the first sunrise of the year
on New Year’s Day.The sounds of
the surf and the scent of the waves
envelop our senses.
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In the utter darkness and stillness of the middle of the night, a symphony is heard from

7 light s away. Mr. Kensaku Seki, born and raised in Yokoshibahikari, has devoted
much of ife to taking photographs of the Bhutanese people and landscape. He also
spends time carefully photographing the starry skies around the world, including that of
Yokoshibahikari.
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