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This picture is taken from the sky above
Yokoshibahikari. Below are the Kuriyama
River and the Central Town Area, the
coastal beauty of Kuju-Kuri, the lush forested

greenery, and an expansive pastoral scene. 0000000 0D0OO0OOoO0ooooooooog Ooooooooooo

The view of our town from the sky above is
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An American photographer who settled
in Yokoshibahikari, Mr. Anthony Wood,
takes pictures of the landscape, culture,
festivities, and people of various places
in Japan, while continuing to depict our
town"s four seasons and nature. From
here through to Page 9, we display
photographs of our hometown taken
by Mr. Wood (plus some taken by the
editors). Shown first is the Kuriyama River
which has run through our town from
time immemorial. This river, which waters
the fields and contains salmon making
their way upstream, has become a place
of recreation and relaxation and is an
irreplaceable asset of Yokoshibahikari.




Some moments can be breathtaking.
The glinting rays of the sun, water and
pastoral lands, clouds and the sky. The
Satoyamas (natural preserves of forested
hills and arable land) are the very image
of the traditional Japanese landscape,
which we are committed to conserve for
future generations.The varying seasons
bring to us beautiful colors. Yellow, red,
fresh green, and a multitude of colors
in between. Traditional colors of Japan,
its tradition, and nature.Satoyama has a
tender warmth about it.
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Scene4
This is the central part of Kuju-Kuri
Beach.Yakata Beach and Kidohama
Beach look across to each other,
with the estuary of the Kuriyama
River in between. Besides being a
popular place for bathing in summer,
enthusiasts of the area visit throughout
the year for surfing and sports camps.
Portable shrines venture into the sea in
the summer festival, and people come
here to see the first sunrise of the year
on New Year"s Day.The sounds of
the surf and the scent of the waves
envelop our senses.
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In the utter darkness and stillness of the middle of the night, a symphony is heard from
many light years away. Mr. Kensaku Seki, born and raised in Yokoshibahikari, has devoted
much of his life to taking photographs of the Bhutanese people and landscape. He also
spends time carefully photographing the starry skies around the world, including that of
‘Yokoshibahikari.
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Our town. has formulated & First Comprehensive Plan of Yokoshibahikari’ and promotes a variety of measures with the futurq,
" vision of Community Development Based on Cooperatlon Building a Town Nurtured by the Currents of the Kurlyama Rlver
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Target of Community Development 4

Development based on industries taking advantage of
regional characteristics

Agriculture is a key industry in our town, and we put our efforts
into improving productivity and the expansion of local production
for local consumption, as well as promoting means of increasing
value added for the products that we make and establishing a
Yokoshibahikari brand in conjunction with the commercial and
tourism sectors. Tourism focuses on providing enjoyable tours of our
town for visitors in order to try to convert them into repeat visitors.
We support the creation of new industries as well as promoting
those types of employment which enable each and every resident of
the town to exhibit their own unique qualities with the aim that this
will lead to the vitalization of the town.
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Target of Community Development 3

Harmony with the Environment. Convenience and
Safety

In order to improve those services provided by the city that make
life convenient for its residents, we have invested in development
projects in various types of infrastructure, including road and
transportation, expanding the station square in front of Yokoshiba
Station and opening Awashima and Seicho Bridges. We also strive to
preserve and take advantage of the rich environment, by managing
parks, maintaining sewage and wastewater treatment systems for
environmental and public health, and improving the quality of life,
by such things as strengthening aircraft noise prevention measures.
We have also enhanced security and safety measures, such as crime
and disaster prevention.
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Target of Community Development 2

Education for Richness in Mind and Development for a
Culturally ACluent Community

Children are irreplaceable assets of Yokoshibahikari, and we see
raising the future agents of the ongoing development of the town as
an extremely important task. The town has seven elementary schools
and two junior high schools. We are committed to enhancing the
content of the children”s education and to maintaining school
facilities. In addition, in order to create a society in which all
townspeople, young and old alike, can play an active role with
their own unique personalities, we support lifelong learning and
participation in cultural activities, arts, and sports.
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Target of Community Development 1

A Healthy Life of Sparkling Smiles

In order to encourage a happy life for each and every resident of
the town, we provide assistance focused on the parents of young
and growing children, the elderly, and disadvantaged people. For
townspeople raising children, we have made medical care free up to
the third year of high school, and taken various other measures such
as setting up a new children*s club. In the healthcare and medical
sphere, we have supported development of the medical system using
Toyo Municipal Hospital as a core, and actively promote a variety
of health promotion activities through our Health promotion center,
PLUM.
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Town Assembly

The town assembly is a decision-making body composed of
councilors chosen by direct election in which the residents vote.
Careful deliberations are made in order to make the voice of the
residents heard in pursuing a prosperous future for the town; there

ooo0oOo000o0O0O00O0000

are 16 town councilors, and 4 meetings take place at regular intervals throughout the year, although extraordinary meetings are held
when deemed necessary. Our assembly is open to the public, with the plenary sessions being open to questions from the public, and
deliberations and activities of the assembly are publicized in the media including” News from the Assembly” which we publish.
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Starting from 2015:0 Comprehensive Strategy for Yokoshibahikari: Community, People, and Work Creation
In October 2015, our town formulated & Vision for the People of Yokoshibahikari” summarizing the findings of the most
recent analysis of the town"s population and its future prospects and it also decided on a five-year plan* Comprehensive
Strategy for Yokoshibahikari: Community, People, and Work Creation.” Both of these were done in accordance with
the Law on Town, People, and Work Creation designed to tackle the decline in population and put into elect attractive
local community development. From the first year of the strategy in 2015, we have been implementing concrete measures
based on the five strategic objectives in a determined and energetic way.
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Administration

The fundamental principle of administration in our town is
“cooperation”. We are endeavoring to provide convenient
administrative services which meet the needs and wishes of
our fellow residents, in particular support desks which truly
listen to the people and can be trusted. In addition, amid
diversifying administrative challenges, we are thoroughly
committed to administrative reform aimed at implementation
of more ellective and e[Jcient administration.
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Target of Community Development 5

Mutual Understanding and a Human Touch

Taking advantage of the town"s proximity to Narita Airport, we
support and encourage a global and outward-looking approach.
As such we are enhancing opportunities for the exchange of
ideas and approaches with people from outside Japan in the
hope of creating a new local culture. Also, through the use of
information and communication technology, we are improving the
administrative services that we make use of to proactively broadcast
local information and promote cultural exchange. In addition, we
continue to encourage community spirit in the region and support
the voluntary activities of the townspeople.
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Beach and Marine Leisure (mid-July to mid-August)
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Sakata Castle Ruins Plum Festival

(Late February to Mid-March)
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Shirahama Summer Festival (late July)
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Kagura of Miyauchi Kumano Shrine
(Mid-March)
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Ceremonial Release of Salmon Fry (March) = - -
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Yasaka Shrine Gion Festival

(the first Saturday and Sunday in August)
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Nakadai Hashigojishi

(the last Sunday in August)
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Kiraigo (August 16)
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Town Sports Festival (Mid-October)
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Cultural Festival (Early November)
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First Sunrise (1st January)
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Viewing of Salmon Capture
(Late November)
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Satokagura at Yakatashisha Shrine {

New Year Marathon Race (the third Sunday in January)
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noooooboooooooooon 000000000000000000 ooooo“0o0ooooooon”

oooooooooOb0000000o0 000000000000000000 ] - - ) -

0O0000000000oooooon 0oO0OO0000O0O0O0O0OmO0Don IndustrAlaI Festival — A Fair -Showcasmg Yokoshibahikari,

0000000O0oO0000O0O0ooo ooooO00O0O00OO0O0OO000000 Its Various Local Produce (Mid-November)
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Town Ekiden (Road Relay Race)
(Late January)
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Yokoshibahikari is & treasure trove of food."
Our town looks out over the Pacific Ocean, and encompasses both flat and
hilly landscapes, with the Kuriyama River running through its center. It has a
maritime climate; cool in summer and warm in winter. Taking advantage of
this beneficent natural environment, rice, as well as a variety of vegetables
and fruits, is grown, and livestock products and processed products are made.
The following local products have earned an enviable reputation,
particularly in the Tokyo metropolitan area, for their tastiness as well as
their wholesomeness and quality. They i 2 -
are lovingly grown and prepared by |:| |:| |:| |:| |:| |:| |:| |:| |:| = :
our townspeople, who have proactively
educated themselves in dietary matters
whilst, at the same time, striving for "local
production for local consumption.”
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Tomatoes and cherry tomatoes
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Beef (under the’ Wakashio-
gyu” brand)
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Offal cuisine (* Motsu” in Japanese)
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Japan®s.Only Surviving Classical Buddhist Drama Kiraigo

A Desigﬁfated_ Important Intangible Cultural Property

©n August 16#the annual pefformahce of Kiraigéiwill be put on on a stage ‘built at the right-
hand™Side of the main hall of Kosaiji Terﬁile& A Ia'rge audience is always in attendance. Kiraigo is
the only surviving classical Buddhist*draima’ in'dapan, and it.is believell to date back to the early
Kamakura periods In"1976, i was desigiatéd an Important Intangible ‘Cultural Propéfty of Japan.
Similar performances of the defe’ s dancé were performed.in the vicinity'in the past, but it is
only this one at Kbsaiji Templé that has sufVied through to'the present day. &%
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Southern Area

A tour to discover the charms of our town with
Yokopy starts from a location in the southern part
of the town looking out over the Pacific Ocean. This
is an area where people can enjoy the scenery and
various marine leisure pursuits available at Kujukuri
Beach which has gained popularity as a bathing as
well as a surfing spot. Nature abounds, with little terns
flying in flocks. Kidohama Beach hosts beach morning
glory flowers and sea turtles laying their eggs. Hikari
Shiosai Park, equipped with soccer fields and tennis
courts, and Hikari B&G, with its indoor pool, have
become popular as local centers of sports activities.
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ﬂ ﬂ Central Area L S

oooOooooo
of the Choshi Renraku Road and is a major transportation artery. A
number of public facilities, such as the Town Administration Building,
the Public Hall, the Town Gymnasium, the Cultural Hall, the Toyo
Municipal Hospital, and PLUM Health Center, are concentrated here.
The Town Library and the Hikari Cultural Forest Public Park, renowned
for its French garden, are used by many people as centers of cultural
ﬂ @ @@ activity. Kuriyama Peace Park with its lush greenery is popular with the
oooo oooo i i i

townspeople as a spot to relax and wind down. Nature is conserved in

its pristine state at Higusa Pond inhabited by rare species of dragonflies.
-

—
This area, in which the JR Sobu Mainline railway and National Route 1
126 run alongside each other, also contains the Hikari Interchange
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Northern Area
This area has a number of historic sites scattered across

e

the bountiful rich nature of the region. Sakata Castle Ruins, =

which has one of the largest plum groves in Chiba Prefecture, I-I I
welcomes many visitors each year. The view of the castle i

ruins is reflected in Sakata Pond, which occupies the heart of

the multi-purpose Sakataike Fureai Park. The park includes —

an athletic field, a baseball ground, and tennis courts, and is
often bustling with people enjoying sports activities. It is also
known as a spot for cherry blossom viewing, but it is popular
regardless of season and contains a botanical garden and a
playground for children. Another park, Hikari Sports Park,
is a public park with facilities such as a baseball ground, a
lawn, and athletics track. It is also known for its rich nature,
including cherry blossoms.In addition, the Northern Area enono LI
has a number of heritage sites which have preserved for us

—-—
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the history of the area, including Kosaiji known for Kiraigo,
a designated Important Intangible Cultural Property, as well
as Tonozuka and Himezuka, burial mounds in the Nakadai
Mounds Group which are National Historic Sites.
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